
AP Physics C Syllabus

Teachers:

Haofei Wei
hwei@mit.edu

Objective:

To teach you, the student, sufficient knowledge about basic physics that 
you will be able to get a 5 on the AP Physics C test, either Mechanics only 
or both Mechanics and E&M, depending on your choice later on in the year.

Class Structure:

The main form of teaching will be a combination of lectures and in-class 
problem solving. To get the most out of class, you should take notes during 
lecture and make an active effort to solve the problems presented during 
in-class problem solving sessions.

Homework problems will have 3 types: 1) basic problems that let you 
practice usage of the equations presented in class and understand what 
situations each equation is useful in. 2) AP free-response style questions, 
taken from old AP tests, which let you practice problem-solving techniques 
needed during the AP tests. 3) challenge problems which are more difficult 
that those you will find on the AP test, designed to give those interested in 
learning more physics a fun challenge.

Tests will be given periodically to assess the extent to which the class as a 
whole has absorbed the material, and indicate problem areas to work on for 
both the class as a whole and individual students. It will be to your best 
interests and the interests of the class as a whole if you treat each test as a 
small AP exam, and give us an accurate measure of what to focus on 
during review sessions and future lessons.

Grading:
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The only grade you will ever receive as a result of this course is your AP 
test grade. Understand that the purpose of this class is to prepare you for 
the AP test, and to do well on the AP test, you will need to put make an 
effort on your own time on top of the time spent in class. The role of the 
teachers is to guide you and show you the techniques and knowledge 
necessary to do well on the AP test, and provide guidance in your learning. 
Remember: no pain, no gain. You must earn the grade you get.

Feedback:

Feedback is greatly encouraged. We want to learn from you as much as 
you learn from us. Any feedback you provide on the effectiveness of 
teaching techniques we use in class will result in a direct improvement of 
the our teaching abilities and thus better your chances of getting a 5 on the 
AP test and learning good physics along the way. Be direct, be blunt, but 
be constructive in your feedback. You will be provided opportunities to give 
anonymous feedback at the end of every class. Use this chance to tell us 
what we did today that helped you learn, and what we did that did not help 
you learn.

Final Word:

We will like any other adults, with the respect and responsibilities that come 
with. Our expectation will be that you put your best foot forwards, and put a 
good effort into this class. Remember that this class is being held for you, 
and its purpose is to be a resource for you, so make the best of this 
resource, and I guarantee you will get a lot out of this course.

Most importantly, we enjoy teaching this course, and we want you to get as 
much enjoyment out of taking this course as we do teaching it, so please 
help us make this a fun year for everyone.


